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SUBJECT: EC-MAGHREB NEGOTIATIONS IMPASSE - MOROCCAN VIEW: 

1. SUMMARY. MOROCCAN RESPONSE TO CONTINUING IMPASSE IN 
EC-MAGHREB RENEGOTIATION OF ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT HAS FOCUSED 
PRIMARILY ON AGRICULTURAL MARKETING ASPECTS OF PROPOSED 
AGREEMENT AND ON SAFEGUARDS FOR MOROCCAN WORKERS IN EC 
COUNTRIES. END SUMMARY. 

2. AS REPORTED HERE. GIST OF PROBLEM SEEMS TO BE EC INSISTENCE 
ON IMPOSING TIGHT IMPORT CALENDAR ON EARLY VEGETABLES AND 
CITRUS TO SAFEGUARD, FIRST OF ALL, ITALIAN AND FRENCH 
PRODUCTION AND, SECONDARILY, SPANISH, GREEK AND ISRAELI 
EXPORTS. SUCH IMPORT CALENDAR WOULD REQUIRE NOT ONLY RADICAL 
REORGANIZATION OF MARKETING ON PART OF MOROCCAN MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE AND OFFICE DE COMMERCIALISATION ET EXPORTATION, 

BUT ALSO DIMINISHES PREFERENTIAL CUSTOMS AND TARIFF ADVANTAGES 
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NOW. MOROCCO DOES NOT OBJECT TO CALENDAR PRINCIPAL, BUT 
INSISTS ON MAINTAINING AT LEAST PRESENT LVEL OF ADVANTAGES, 

SINCE IT HAS INVESTED HEAVILY IN PRODUCING CITRUS, TOMATO 
AND VEGETABLE VARIETIES PREFERRED BY THE EUROPEAN CONSUMER 
AND WHICH ARE HARVESTED IN PERIODS WHEN THE EC DOES NOT HAVE 
THESE ON ITS MARKET. MOROCCO ALSO ASSERTS IT CAN FURNISH 
SQUASH, STRAWBERRIES AND OTHER VEGETABLES AT A LOW PRICE, 

WHICH WOULD ULTIMATELY BENEFIT EC CONSUMERS. 

3. SECOND AREA OF PRIMARY CONCERN IS GOM'S INSISTENCE ON 
IMPROVED WORKING CONDITIONS AND SOCIAL WELFARE GUARANTEES FOR 
THE APPROXIMATELY 300,000 MOROCCANS NOW WORKING IN EC. 

VIRTUALLY NOTHING HAS BEEN SAID OR SURMISED PUBLICLY ABOUT 
DETAILS OF WHAT GOM EXPERTS AND EC WILLING OR UNWILLING TO 
GIVE. WE ASSUME CRITICAL ISSUES ARE ESTABLISHMENT OF SOME 

SORT OF RETIREMENT BENEFITS FOR TEMPORARY WORKERS; MEDICAL 
AND OTHER WELFARE PRIVILEGES FOR DEPENDENTS; IMPROVED TERMS 
FOR REMITTANCES; AND, IN GENERAL, TREATMENT APPROACHING TERMS 
ENJOYED E.G. BY SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE GUEST WORKERS. 

4. COMMENT. ATTEMPTS ON PART EMB OFFICERS TO SOUND MINISTRY 

OF AGRICULTURE EXPECTATIONS HAVE ENCOUNTERED UNWILLINGNESS TO 
COMMENT ON NEGOTIATIONS IMPASSE. MOROCCO OBVIOUSLY PLACES 
GREAT STORE ON MAINTAINING EXISTING CONCESSIONS AND PERHAPS 
STRENGTHENING THEM FOR CITRUS. AS NOTED, GOM HAS TAKEN 
EXTENSIVE MEASURES TO ENCOURAGE PRODUCTION OF CERTAIN VARIETIES 
FOR EXPORT TO EC, AND LOSS OR REDUCTION OF ACCESS TO EC WOULD 
BE ECONOMICALLY COSTLY AS WELL AS CONSTITUTING POLITICAL SET- 
BACK INTERNALLY AS WELL AS WITH REGARD MOROCCO'S THIRD WORLD 
PRETENSIONS. WHILE MOROCCO S CITRUS EXPORTS TO THE EC HAVE 
BEEN GROWING, VEGETABLE EXPORTS HAVE STAGNATED DESPITE SUB 
STANTIAL OCE EFFORTS TO PROMOTE SALES OF ELABORATELY BOXED 
"MAROC QUALITY" EARLY GARDEN VEGETABLES. RECENT REPORT BLAMED 
INCREASED COMPETITION FROM DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, AND MOROCCO'S 
OWN UNEVEN EXPERIENCE IN PRODUCING QUALITY VARIETIES AND 
IMPROVING MARKETING TECHNIQES. THUS, ON CITRUS, MOROCCO 
WANTS TO KEEP ALIVE A PROFITABLE EXPORT MARKET; ON VEGETABLES 
IT SEEMS TO BE ASKING FOR MORE TIME TO DEVELOP.NEUMANN 
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